EPUCATION AND CLIMATE FRIERD

LEARNING ACTIVITIES

Thank you for downloading the Get Creative for Climate Justice project
pack. These learning activities are designed to support young people to
think critically about the link between climate justice and education,
before getting creative, and representing their hopes and dreams for the
future through art, and organising an exhibition of their work in school,
before sharing the artwork with us where we will be hosting a national art
exhibition in the Houses of Parliament during the COP28 Climate Change
conference in December.

The climate emergency is causing extreme weather events around the
world and wreaking havoc with people’s hopes and lives, including the
fundamental right of all young people to go to school. Did you know that
many children in Global South countries are already missing out on
school because of climate change? Extreme weather events can destroy
school buildings, hotter temperatures can cause diseases to spread and
pollution can affect children’s health. These and other factors cause
children to miss school. But we can all help to change this and reduce our
impact on the climate. A future where the UK no longer contributes to
climate change is within reach, we just need to make it happen.

Quality, inclusive education for all has the power to
enable change. It is vital for children in the global south
to have an education, so they can help their
communities adapt to climate change.
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It’s also important that children in the UK are educated
about climate change, so they can stand up for climate

action. This year in November, the international
community will come together for the UN Climate
Change Summit. Ahead of this event, it’s a great
opportunity for young people to stand up to the UK ' ‘
Government for the climate and the young people
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around the world who cannot go to school because of
climate change.
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LEARNING ACTIVITIES

Activity 1: Opinion line

All children should have equal access to a quality and inclusive education. However,
climate change is already undermining this right for many children around the world.

In this activity, you will read a serious of opinions, and you need to rank the opinions

from first to last, in order of which you most agree to least agree.
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tackle the climate crisis is to help
children and schools in Global
South countries protect
themselves better from extreme
weather and rising sea levels

‘ The first thing | would do to Most people who live in The main impacts of

Global South countries have
contributed very little to the
causes of the climate
crisis

The main way to solve the
climate crisis is for governments
around the world to work
together and reduce
their emissions

Children have aright to learn
more about the climate crisis
and how to tackle it
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the climate
crisis are felt by people
living
in developing countries

Every child worldwide will not

receive a quality education as

promised in SDG4 unless we
tackle the climate crisis

Adults don’t listen to children’s
concerns about the climate
crisis

| can do something by myself

The people who
bear the greatest
responsibility for
the climate
crisis are the
people who live
in the world’s
wealthiest
countries

that will make a difference to
solve the climate crisis

The climate crisis is the greatest
emergency facing people
today

When | think of the climate
crisis, | immediately think of the
negative impact it has on

schools and children

Everyone in the world
bears an
equal responsibility
for the
climate crisis

Activity adapted from Send My Friend to School 'Right Climate to Learn' campaign pack, and Oxfam -
Global Citizenship in the Classroom: A Guide for Teachers (2015)
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Activity 2: Write a campaign tweet g

In 140 characters or less (that’s about two sentences!) write 4 tweets
summarising what action you think needs to be taken for education
and climate change. For each one, think about a different audience

1.UK politicians
2.Your classmates
3.Adults in your local community

4. Children all over the world \‘(%

Activity 3: Learn from real life stories of children's experience of education
and climate change

Read the 3 case studies on the next pages.

What are the links between climate change and education?

e What are some of the issues and challenges presented in each of the case
studies?

e What are some of the solutions?

e What can the UK be doing to support the
education of young people experiencing
the affects of climate change all over

the world?
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CASE STUDY 1

MY
FRIEND
TO

SHAPLA

Shapla,
Bangladesh

Shapla goes to a school on the banks of
the Teesta River in Bangladesh, and she
can only get to school by crossing the
river on a boat. Climate change is causing
heavy rains and flooding. The high water
levels makes Shapla’s journey to school
extremely dangerous. Also, the rain can
cause the classrooms to flood, which can
close her school for a long period of time.

Sometimes, students will arrive at school
with wet clothes and books from crossing
the river. As there aren’t separate changing
rooms or toilets for boys and girls, this

has caused safety issues for girls which, as
Shapla explains, causes many girls choose
to miss school - “we had no toilets and we,
girls, felt insecurity when going outside the
school for toileting. We didn’t go to school

regularly during floods, or we came at our
own risk, and our books and dresses were
dirtied by water and mud”.

However, thanks to a project from Plan
International UK, Shapla’s education no
longer suffers because of the weather.

A new, larger boat has been provided to
ensure that Shapla and her friends have
a safe journey to school, even in times of
heavy rain. The school building has also
been improved, so that the classrooms are
less likely to flood. As well as this, there
are now separate changing rooms and
toilets for girls and boys, so they don’t
miss school in times of heavy rain and
flooding.
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CASE STUDY .

EVIDENCE

Evidence, 14,
Southern Zimbabwe

Zimbabwe is a country in Southern Africa
with a population of 15.7 million people
and its capital city is Harare. Zimbabwe
has beautiful landscapes and used to
grow lots of wheat, corn and other food to
sell to other countries. Climate change
has affected Zimbabwe’s weather and
natural hazards, and recent floods and
droughts have made it hard to grow lots
of food. This has contributed to the
hunger of nearly half of the country’s
population.

Floods, storms, droughts and other
natural hazards caused by climate change
affect people’s lives in many countries
around the world, including Zimbabwe. It
is important that children learn and
understand what to do if there is a natural
hazard and how to protect themselves.
For example, if a child understands the
dangers of crossing a flooded river, they
are more likely to stay safe and avoid risks
such as drowning.

One way of doing this is through a school
project called Disaster Risk Reduction
(DDR). This project supports children to
understand the risks they may face in
some natural hazards.

In his school in Southern Zimbabwe,
Evidence learnt about a DDR project with
his classmates and his teacher Diowd.
This has helped him better understand
what to do if there is a hazard and how to
keep himself safe.

He says “What | have learned through DRR
is that we must be aware (of disasters). If
there's a whirlwind, stand in a clearing.
You must not stand next to objects that
might be lifted because it might harm you.
If there is a hailstorm you must not play
outside. You must hide underneath your
table so you can protect your head. For
DRR we have a plan. We go around the
school checking for harmful objects.

For example glass, snake holes and broken
windows in our classrooms. It's important for
our school to have a DRR plan. Children must
be aware of what is supposed to be done
before a disaster occurs. | want to pass (my
exams) so | can help my community in times
of hunger.”

Evidence's class practise disaster risk reduction

Photo: Save the Children
Evidence and Diowd's names have been changed

Evidence's teacher Diowd explains how DRR
helps in an emergency

Evidence’s teacher Diowd thinks it is
important for children like Evidence and the
school to understand disasters as you never
know when there will be one. He says “When
you know, andfyou are well informed you
prevent loss of life. | hope the community in
future will have the adequate knowledge and
resources to overcome these disasters, so
when they are fully equipped, I’m certain and
sure that we will reduce the loss of life in our
community.”

A lot of money and support goes to countries
after an emergency or a disaster has caused
damage. Although this is important,
countries should also support each other
before there are emergencies. DDR projects
support teachers like Diowd to help children
and communities better understand what
they should do in natural hazards like
wk%irlwinds to protect themselves and stay
safe.
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MY
FRIEND
TO

JESSY'S
STORY

Jessy, 18
Malawi

"My name is Jessy and | am 18

years old. | attend Chilanga
Community School in Malawi. | love
being able to go to school! However, it
used to be hard for me to get there as |
would have to walk over 10 kilometres
each day. This meant that | would often
miss my morning lessons and | was late
a lot. This has changed now because |
have a bike! It has made it much easier
for me to get to school, | can get to my
lessons on time and my performance has
improved a lot.

Climate change is causing the rains where

| live to be unpredictable. It has been hard
for my parents to grow enough food for

all my family, and have some leftover to
sell. The money they make from selling
food goes towards our school fees. Due

to the unpredictable weather and rains,
they cannot plan when to plant their crops
and this causes the crops to often fail.
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Therefore, | have sometimes missed school
because my parents couldn’t make enough
money to pay for my school fees.

| have to collect water for my family but
the river closest to our village has dried up
because of climate change. It takes longer
to collect water now which can cause some
children to miss lessons.

As | am a girl, | face other challenges in my
education. Some people where | live think
that boys are more important than girls,
and so more boys go to school than girls.
If parents cannot afford school fees, it is
often the girls that miss out.

| think it is important for everyone to have
an education because you need education
for success. | also think it is important for
people in richer countries to change their
lifestyles and produce less of the
emissions

that cause climate change".



